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not to provide that ad-ditional funding, it is particularly distressing to see these, what ap-pear to me to be very
arbitrary and nonsensical elimination of funding for certain areas while others continue at the same or even
reduced level. Senator Levin had mentioned the threat assessment. The people | represent, the threat is
omnipresent and telling people in one area that their threat is not real in an era where, as September 11
showed, even the inconceivable is possible, just is not something that | can get away with saying in Minnesota
and | defer to my colleagues elsewhere. | also want to address later the Transportation Security Agency. One
thing we are all experts on is flying and getting in and out of airports and the like, and while there have been
some improve-ments there since pre-September 11, there is also, in my view, as a result of some of the
management decisions that have been made, less than optimal performance and consistency there. So again, |
will look forward to the chance to question you and thank you very much for your dedication to our country.
OLLINS Chairman C. Thank you. Senator Domenici. OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR DOMENICI Senator D.
Thank you, Madam Chairman. OMENICI Judge Chertoff, | didnt ask you to come up and visit with me be-fore
you came here to testify because | had no reason to interview you. | already know you. | will...
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