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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1891 edition. Excerpt: . lie beyond the reach of written tests, and the sacrifice of this
best training is a serious evil. The written examination not only fails to test all moral and esthetic results--vital
results in school training--but it fairly tests only one of the three intellectual ends of teaching, knowledge, often
verbal knowledge. It can adequately test neither mental power nor skill, since these are chiefly tested by action
or doing, and hence it specially fails to be an adequate-test of results in the school arts, as reading, language,
music, etc. Do what we will, says Mr. Quick, of England, the faculty chiefly exercised in preparing for ordinary
examinations is the carrying memory. So the acquisition of knowledge--mere memory or examination
knowledge--has again come to be regarded as the one thing needful in education, and there is great danger of
everything else being neglected for it. Of the fourfold results of education--virtue, wisdom, good manners, and
learning--the last alone can be fairly tested in examinations. What has been said of the influence of promotion
examinations on teaching applies also to their influence on study, and this is specially true in the higher grades.
They set up a low and alluring end for study--the attainment of examination marks--and they dissipate that
natural desire for knowledge which is the source and inspiration of all true learning and of all real joy in study.
The more the interest of pupils is focused on the examination as an end,...
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